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TR’A C‘TDQ

of alloy trepanning

Tubular products in certain stainless and

specialty alloys are difficult to find, but trepanned
bar is more readily available.

"TREPANNING "TECHNIQUE

everal factors, including the
S downtum of the oil industry, the
closing of several large U.S.
tubing manufactuiers and competition
from foreign manufaciurers, have
resulted in an increased need for oil
industry services o be consolidated
into specialized service companies.
Companics specializing in trepanning,
the method of boring a hole in asolid bar
and removing asolid core, are becoming
moie of u necessity as tool manufaciur-
erscul back on this particular machining
technique.
“Itis more economical for us to goto
4 trepanner than to keep stalf on the
payroll 10 run our machines,” says
Rickey Burch, sales manager for liag
Produets, Inc., a manufacturer of oil
field drilling equipment in Houston
which distributes to North and South
America.
Many oil tool ing compa-

.

by Debbic Palion
Secrvice companies which locus on I
selected services, such as wepanning or
spiraling for a broad customer base

ding acrospace, p
and gas, and stecl.
Because high-priced, non-magnetic

oil

BY DEBBIE DALTON

ince the early 1980s, exotic metals
such as Inconel, Monel, titanium,
and non-magnetic alloys have proved
a necessity in various industries, par-
ticularly those that use tubular prod-

Further, trepanning is cost-¢[icient
from an inventory standpoint because
solid bars are more readily available
than tubing. A service center can stock
one size solid bar instead of 10 dif-
ferent tubing sizes. having a hole
trepanned in the bar ta meet different

center and the customer benefit from
this arrangement because the cenler
can supply an unfimited inventory
geared lo each customer’s specific
requirements,

Additionally, exotic metals’ high
cost makes Irepanning desirable

benefit not only their own custoners
they benefit the entire indusiry.

Boring Specialties, Inc., based
Houston, is one such company. T
have one facility which only doer
panning. By drawing customers
the emire marketplace, as well 1
other industsies, they are con
working at efficient productis Covg,, 79
This allows them 1o prov Jueuy
turnaround of quality pr
compelitive price.

1 lisst realized this /
cialized service comr .';"h‘"‘* ol
early eighties." says %
president of Boring :“:ﬁ‘:?;
“Manufacturers that w.‘b,, Kb ;o
depariment al full-¢' con, Y 1o,

1o succumb 1o the 2 :
g o
j sulfer 5 e oy ol

oy

nies have been forced 1o cut buck due to
the downturn of the industry. An indi-
vidual company providing trepunning
services only for its own customers
cannot creute the volume necessary 1o
make lrepanning cosl-efficient because
the muchinery is never working al a
produciive capacily.

Hughes Drilling Equipment, also
in Houston, sold their trepanning
machinery in 1986 because the volume
of work did not warrant the additional
staff needed to run the machinery,
according 1o E.A. Prochaska, manager
of business development for Hughes
Toul Company, Tool Jaints and Associ-
ated Products.

“There’s areal need for services such
as trepanning lo be concentraled in one
area,” Prochaska said. “By using a serv-
ice company for trepanning, we can get
quality producis al a competitive price;
therefore, we are able 10 pass this sav-
ings along to our customers.”

Reprinted With Permission From
February 1930 Issue, Petraleum Management
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equipment can provide quality lnbi%‘.i ma‘r "‘h,,‘ a;.u' %\:
however it is nol uncommon fo wail Iiexﬁﬁc.j" o e ;
16-21 weeks for delivery. Because most This servil:'?'»zg 2 ey

tool maanufucturers and contraclors
cannot afford 1o wait that long, an artifi-
cial shonage of wbing is created. By
purchasing bar stack, or drill collar
blank material and having a service
company trepan il, ool companies are
able w have finished whing, drill collars
and kellys in a maner of days a1 a
competilive cost

Trepanning is a unique boring
method used by a variely of indusiries

customer as well as Torod.
company. “Keeping the inventory tre._
is quicker and cheaper than trucking it
back and forth," Elder said.

In these slow economic times, it is
nol wise 10 tie up a lot of cash in
inventory.

“Purchasing solid bars allows us o
maintain less inventory,” said Pro-
chaska. "By having Boring Speciulties
trepan different sizes of LD., we can

PETAOLEUM MANAGEMENT

ucts. Their usage should continue to
grow as more industries discover their
benefits, which include strength,
durability, and resistance to high tem-
peralures and corrosion.

On the negative side, specialty
alloys ase very expensive (Inconel, for
instance, costs substantially more than
basic carbon steel), are difficult to

~k with, and, in some cases, diflicult
~“=n certain alloys, including
L “= nrocessed into 8
~Hoys that

customers’ needs. Both the service  because less of the metal is Iost. For




