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Southwest
For 10 yt.Us. Southwest Jau

Ballel has entertained over three
million people in Houston and at
morc than 200 military bases and
ships throughout the country with
their rousing. p:ltriolic celebration
of American music and dance.

This energetic troupe. nick-
named the "unomcia! USO" be-
cause of their dedication 10 the
members of the Armed Forces,
will celebrate their 10th binhday
wilh throc nighl.'l of free pedonn-
aoccs at MillerOuldoorThcalrC in
Hennann Park on Thursday.Sat-
urday. September 21.23.

The two-hour star-spangled
"America in Coneen" features
more than 50 dancers and singers,
the S18 '?"~and gucs-,!,.!pyear-

,------

antes by the U.S. Army Band and
the MClROTC Silent Drill Team
from Ross Sterling High School in
Baytown.

This year's three performances
will celebrate SJB's ninth annual
free Miller Theatre conterU by
spotlighting the "nest of
Soulhcwst Jan Ballet."

Soulhwest Jazz Ballet is more
than just jazz or ballet. It is a
musical variety show combininga
variety of music and dance styles,
which aIJpe:l.1 to people or all ages
and backgrOll'nds. ~lr what you're
watching is not your cup of tea,
just wait a few minutes; the next
number will be,~ says Rita Brosch.
co.founder and artistic director.

For a spcclaC~lar evenin~

joined lIle troupe on the spoL Since
then she has had hours of dancing
and Is still enthused about the snappy
dancing. Recently divorced, Frier.
son also finds the dancing to be good
therapy In addition to jusl ooing "lots
of fun."

Southwe!;t Jan Ballet is an "infor.
mal usa" Ihat toum military h"ses
and Is celebrating 10 years of provid.
lng free shows for military person.
nel. Providing a patriotic salute 10
American music and dance, they are
Ihe most dceorated dance team in
America, receiving well Over 300
awards.

The troupe Is non.profit and the
dancers' love 01 dance and slage is
Iht'tr only compensatlon. Frierson
hopes to become more involved ""d
10 begin traveling to out of town per.
formances, "unless it interf"re. ",lth
being, mother," Noel usually vlslls
with Frierson's mother during
rehearsals.

"I'm trying real hard," Frierson
says, describing herself as a good
student. Noel Is looking lon' ..ard ,10
seeing mom on the stage this week-
end, They are busy putting together
costume!; and props. :

This free slar-spangled song and
dance extravaganza Is at 8:3(1 p.m, at
Miller OUtdOOrTheater at Herma\'ln
Park, Special guests include the U.s.
Army Band and in addItion to a New
York medley, complete with high.
kick line, there will be a tribulc to
George M, Cohan, choreographed
with a tap dancing Unde Sam.


