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Southwest Jazz Ballet Cel

For 10 ycars, Southwest Jazz
Ballet has entertained over three
million people in Houston and at
more than 200 military bases and

+ ships throughout the country with

their rousing, patriotic celebration
of American music and dance.
This energetic troupe, nick-
named the "unolficial USO" be-
cause of their dedication to the
members of the Amed Forces,
will celebrate their 10th birthday
with thres nights of free perform-
ances at Miller Outdoor Theatre in
Hermann Park on Thursday-Sat-
urday, September 21-23.
The two-hour star-spangled
“"America in Concen" [eatures
more than 50 dancers and singers,
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will celebrate SIB's ninth annual lays of the pc;[ormanc:.cs
free Miller Theatre concerts by al'mg 520_@9‘_9[}:355_
spotlighting the "Best of és_,_,
Southewst Jazz Ballet."
Southwest Jazz Ballet is more
than just jazz or ballet, It is a
musical variely show combining a
variely of music and dance styles,
which appeal to people of all ages
and backgrouhds. "If what you're
walching is not your cup of tea,
just wait a few minutes; the next
number will be," says Rita Brosch,
co-founder and artistic director.
For a spectacular evening of

ances by the U.S, Army Band and
the MCJROTC Silent Drill Team
from Ross Sterling High School in
Baytown.
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Aclually she never planned to be a
dancer. Like lots of litLle girls, Frier-
son took the basic ballet and tap les-
sons. She learned dance from *‘Mrs.
Baker, who taught every child in
Sugar Land who ever learned to
dance,”

Like so many, the ballet slippers
were hung up with adolescence. Then
came school at A & M, graduation
from HBU, marriage and the birth of
Noel who is now 8 years old,

Frirson is a real estate consultant
and presently is engaged [ull time in
managing her father's eslate. She
grew up at the TDC in Sugar Land,
where her father was Director of
Agriculture.

Donna Hull, a childhood [riend who
dances professionally, kept Frier-
son's interest in dance whetted, but it
was young Noel's first dance lessons
that made Frierson want to dance
again,

She became a substitute dance
teacher, but still didn’t get to dance
much because the teacher was ex-
tremely healthy.

Al the end of June, a Southwest
Jazz Ballet's rehearsal was such toe-
tapping, finger-snapping fun that she
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joined the troupe on the spot. Sirice
then she has had hours of dancing
and is still enthused about the snappy
dancing. Recently divorced, Frier-
son also finds the dancing o be good
therapy in addition to just being “‘lots
of fun."

Southwest Jazz Ballet is an “'infor-
mal USQ" that tours military bases
and is celebrating 10 years of provid-
ing free shows for military person-
nel. Providing a patriolic salute to
American music and dance, they are
the most decorated dance team in

America, receiving well over 300
awards.

The Lroupe is non-profit and the
dancers' love of dance and stage is
their only compensation, Frierson
hopes to becorne more involved and
lo begin traveling to out of town per-
formances, “unless it interferes with
being a mother." Noel usually visits
with Frierson's mother during
rehearsals.

“I'm trying real hard," Frierson
says, describing herself as a good
student. Noel is lJooking forward to
seeing mom on the stage this week-
end. They are busy putting together
costumes and props. ;

This free star-spangled song and
dance extravaganza is at 8:30 p.m. al
Miller Qutdoor Theater at Hermaiin
Park, Special guests include the U.S.
Army Band and in addition to a New
York medley, complele with high-
kick line, there will be a tribute to
George M. Cohan, choreographed
with a tap dancing Uncle Sam. x



